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PRESS RELEASE

Date:  15 January 2008  

If Calling please ask for:  Michael Craigie

Area Transport Forums 

ZetTrans and the Council are keen to ensure transport within Shetland is provided to meet the needs of individuals and communities as best it can.  In order to do this it is important for users and potential users to influence the way transport is provided.

Every six months a different topic will be open for discussion, and, in time will include opportunities for walking and cycling, as well as the internal bus, ferry and air services.  The initial topic for discussion is: Timing of Internal Transport and Integration with Other Transport Services.

Although there are no guarantees this will lead to an increase in the services provided, it will assist in ensuring the services provided are appropriate.  

People will have an opportunity to express their views in a number of ways:

· By completing cards being distributed in the local area, including on buses, and amongst businesses, services, community groups, youth groups and community councils;

· Online at www.shetland.gov.uk/transport/areatransportforums ; and/or

· By attending public meetings.

Those groups representing the views of others are being encouraged to discuss the issues, and respond in writing and/or by attending the meeting.  Every effort is being made to enable as many people to respond as possible.

These Forums are to be set up across Shetland, starting in the North Mainland and South areas.  Meetings will be on:

· 26th February, 2008, 7.30pm at Sandwick School, for the South Mainland and Fair Isle
· 5th March, 2008, 7.30pm at Brae Hall, for the North Mainland
These meetings are open to anyone.  Anyone who requires assistance to attend is encouraged to contact ZetTrans.

If anyone has any queries, or would like a response card, please contact ZetTrans on (01595) 744868.
PRESS NOTES

For interview, please phone:

Mr Michael Craigie, Head of Transport/Lead Officer for ZetTrans (07717) 517139

For further information, please phone:

Emma Perring, Transport Strategy Officer, (01595) 744710

The areas are South, Central, West, Lerwick and Bressay, North Mainland, North Isles & Whalsay and Skerries   

Initially these are beginning in South Mainland & Fair Isle and North Mainland, before introducing to other areas. The responses currently requested from these two areas are:
· Please provide examples of opportunities that you and the wider community can access using the public transport services in your area:
· Please provide examples of current transport that meets needs, explaining why:
· Please provide any examples of opportunities that you and the wider community are unable to access using the public transport services:
· Please provide any examples of where transport services in the area could be improved.  There are no guarantees that this will lead to an increase in the services provided, but it will assist in ensuring that the services provided are appropriate:
· Are there other transport services or resources within your area, which could be utilised more efficiently to supplement current public transport resource?

Responses received before the meetings will be collated and expressed at the public meeting.

Any external transport issues raised will be recorded and passed on to the recently formed Shetland External Transport Forum, where users are able to discuss issues with the main external transport providers.
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