	
Shetland Islands Council
	
[image: image1.png]¥
T

.
Zezm Trans
SHETLAND’S TRANSPORT PARTNERSHIP

-®






PRESS RELEASE

Date:  20 October 2008  

If Calling please ask for:  Michael Craigie

Head of Transport, SIC/Lead Officer, ZetTrans

Bressay Tunnel Public Exhibition

In June 2008 Council agreed that the recommendations of the Bressay Link STAG appraisal be adopted as Council policy and the tunnel option be developed in further detail as the means of providing a transport link between Bressay and mainland Shetland. It was agreed that initial studies to better define the necessary action plan to deliver such a link and the target cost attached to that should be progressed. 

ZetTrans and the Council now wishes to ensure the wider community can be aware of the developing proposals and feed in ideas, any concerns and opportunities.  Public exhibitions are planned at which the project team will be available to explain the proposals and answer questions.  Information will be on display about the progress of the project over recent months; the likely timescales for each proposed stage of the project and information about short term measures such as public transport and ferry fares.

The Bressay Tunnel Project Team invites you to drop in to these public exhibitions on the 28th or 29th October:

· Tuesday 28th October 2008-3pm to 8pm (Bressay Public Hall)

· Wednesday 29th October 2008-3pm to 8pm (Shetland Museum, Hays Dock)

Ends

PRESS NOTES

Options for linking Bressay to mainland Shetland have been considered by Shetland Islands Council since the 1970s and the need for securing the option that, on balance, best meets the aspirations of stakeholders has been subject to much debate.

In 2005 ZetTrans, Shetland’s Regional Transport Partnership committed to revisit the link to Bressay drawing a line over the debate about the proposed ‘Bressay Bridge’.  A detailed appraisal of options was undertaken following Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG) underpinned by extensive consultations with a wide range of people with an interest in the crossing.  

In May 2008 the findings of the study were reported which were that a Drill and Blast tunnel would best meet the identified issues, the project objectives and the Government transport objectives.  The fixed link should be supported by enhancements to public transport provision to support the fixed link and walking and cycling measures should also be promoted as part of the package.

The initial studies following the Council decision are being progressed by ZetTrans and Shetland Islands Council with assistance from engineering consultants Donaldson Associates and environmental consultants Natural Capital.  The Bressay Link Group (with representatives from ZetTrans, the Council, Lerwick Port Authority (LPA) and the community) which was established during the STAG study continues to act as a Steering Group for the project.

Treasury and other guidance recommend a risk-based approach to taking major projects forward.  This helps ensure all factors which could increase target costs are well understood at an early stage and necessary actions taken to control these.  Two workshops have been held to date to help understand the risks and necessary mitigating actions.  The first focussed on the delivery of major civil engineering projects and the technical aspects of building a tunnel.  This workshop was attended by engineers including from Transport Scotland the Government’s transport agency and also the LPA.  At the second workshop a more wide-ranging group of stakeholders was invited to ensure that broader issues were considered including relating to the community, the environment and to land.  

The feedback from both workshops has been collated in a risk register which identifies each risk together with necessary actions to control that risk.  This risk register will be maintained throughout the progression of the proposals to ensure that the costs are well understood and that any necessary actions are undertaken in good time. 

For Interview Contact:

Cllr Allan Wishart, Chair of ZetTrans 07767 600523

Mr Michael Craigie, Lead Officer for ZetTrans (07717) 517139

ZetTrans | Shetland’s Transport Partnership

Location Address:  11 Hill Lane | Lerwick | Shetland | ZE1 0HA  Mail Address Grantfield | Lerwick | Shetland | ZE1 0NT

Telephone  01595 744 868  Fax 01595 744 503  Email ZetTrans@shetland.gov.uk

_1250446880.bin

