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PRESS RELEASE

Date:  10 January 2008  

If Calling please ask for:  Michael Craigie

Cabinet Secretary Gives Clear Steer for ZetTrans

Hot on the heels of Monday’s ZetTrans meeting came a letter from the Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Sustainable Growth, John Swinney, to ZetTrans Chairman Allan Wishart setting out the future of Scotland’s seven RTPs (Regional Transport Partnerships).

Referring to a meeting in December Mr Swinney states in his letter “I was encouraged to hear examples of the added value that RTPs can bring and pleased to hear CoSLA’s (Council of Scottish Local Authorities) support for the RTP role within the wider local authority family. Both the RTP Chairs and CoSLA representatives recognised that the RTPs could play a useful role in assisting their constituent councils to plan and implement transport provision on a regional basis.”

Mr Swinney goes on to say “Against that background, I would confirm that I can foresee the RTPs playing a valuable part in improving Scotland’s transport infrastructure and services. I would encourage you and your colleagues to work with your constituent councils as they develop their plans for single outcome agreements.”

Cllr Allan Wishart, Chairman of ZetTrans and the Council’s Infrastructure Committee, is pleased with the direction being set by Mr Swinney. Commenting on the letter Cllr Wishart said “The Cabinet Secretary sets out a positive future for ZetTrans and the other Regional Transport Partnerships and emphasises the value to be gained by ZetTrans and the Council continuing to work closely together to deliver Shetland’s Transport Strategy.” He went on to say, “From the Shetland perspective it is a very positive picture in that we retain local control over transport planning, prioritisation and delivery whilst continuing to have an independent seat at the national level when it comes to influencing the development of national planning and policy. This is good news for Shetland Islands Council and ZetTrans.”

In a closing remark Cllr Wishart said, “Although there has been some speculation around the future of ZetTrans and the other Regional Transport Partnerships in recent weeks it is clear that the new Government sees them as a positive feature in local government. This gives us a strong foundation for concluding the approval of the Shetland Transport Strategy and moves us closer to getting on with important work needed to secure resources to deliver Shetland’s Transport priorities”.
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